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NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:50 p.m.
on April 9 in the administrative offices of Memo-
rial Hall in Philadelphia, PA, for broadcast at
10:06 a.m. on April 10. The transcript was made

available by the Office of the Press Secretary on
April 9 but was embargoed for release until the
broadcast.

Joint Statement by President Bill Clinton and Premier Zhu Rongji
April 10, 1999

On the occasion of the signing of the Agree-
ment on U.S. China Agricultural Cooperation,
President Bill Clinton and Premier Zhu Rongji
reaffirmed that the United States and the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China have advanced substan-
tially their common goal of China’s accession
to the World Trade Organization (WTO). This
Agreement and the significant consensus
achieved on a broad range of market access
and Protocol issues have further advanced that
goal. President Clinton and Premier Zhu wel-

come this significant progress. The United States
strongly supports the accession of the People’s
Republic of China to the WTO in 1999. There-
fore, President Clinton and Premier Zhu instruct
their trade ministers to continue bilateral nego-
tiations in order to satisfactorily resolve the im-
portant remaining issues and reach agreement
on strong commercial terms as soon as possible.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on the Observance of Orthodox Easter
April 11, 1999

I wish to send a warm message of greetings
today to the 6 million Orthodox Christian Amer-
icans and the quarter-billion Orthodox Christians
around the world, as they gather to proclaim
that ‘‘Christ has risen.’’

I know the feeling of joy that comes on Easter
Sunday, when we celebrate the miracle of Jesus’
Resurrection and His gift to us of eternal life.
Yet I also understand that on this particular
Easter Sunday, the joy Orthodox Christians feel
may be mixed with other emotions: with sadness
over the tragic events in and around Kosovo,
and with fear for those whose lives may still

be in danger. The majority of those forced from
Kosovo in the last 2 weeks are Muslim, but
among them are Catholics and Orthodox Chris-
tians, too. Our hearts and prayers must go out
to all who have suffered. We hope and pray
for the restoration of peace and a resolution
based on democracy and tolerance.

On this holiest of days, when Orthodox Chris-
tians celebrate the triumph of life over death,
of hope over despair, let us recommit to seeking
peace, human rights, and an end to suffering
for people around the world.

Remarks to the Community at Barksdale Air Force Base in Bossier City,
Louisiana
April 12, 1999

Thank you very much. Let me begin by
thanking Secretary Cohen and General Shelton
for their truly outstanding leadership on behalf

of our Nation’s military. They are eloquent and
profound representatives of what is best about
this country, and I thank them.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 11:57 Mar 19, 2001 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00536 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\99PUBPAP\99PUBPAP.TXT txed01 PsN: txed01



537

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Apr. 12

I want to thank Senator Breaux, Senator
Landrieu, Representative McCrery for their sup-
port for you and for our country. I would like
to acknowledge in the audience today, or here
with us, other Members of Congress: Congress-
men Bill Jefferson and Chris John, from Lou-
isiana, and Congressman Thornberry and Con-
gressman Sandlin, who’ve come from the neigh-
boring State of Texas to be with us. So I thank
all of them for their support.

I would like to thank the Air Force Chief
of Staff, General Mike Ryan, for coming down
here with me; the Acting Secretary of the Air
Force, Whitt Peters; my National Security Ad-
viser, Sandy Berger. We also have the FEMA
Director here, James Lee Witt, because, you
know, you’ve had some pretty tough natural dis-
asters here recently, and we’re here doing dou-
ble duty.

And General Marcotte and General Smoak,
thank you for welcoming me here and for giving
me the chance to meet with some of the fine
people with whom you work who have also been
involved in our work over Kosovo.

I thank the adjutant general, Bennett
Landreneau, who is representing Governor Fos-
ter; Treasurer Ken Duncan; and the mayor of
Bossier City, George Dement; and the mayor
of Shreveport, Keith Hightower, for coming to
meet me as well.

Now, the nice thing about speaking last is
that everything that needs to be said has been
said, but not everyone has said it. [Laughter]
What I would like to do is to be just serious
for a moment and first thank all the previous
speakers for what they have said and try to
put this in some larger context.

The conflict in Kosovo in which we are in-
volved is really about two things: first, what you
know and see every night—all those hundreds
of thousands of innocent people uprooted, many
of them killed, some of them dying from disease
in refugee camps, some families divided for-
ever—not because of anything they did but be-
cause they happen to be Albanian instead of
Serbian, Muslim instead of Orthodox Christian.
It is a human tragedy that touches everyone.

But there is a second issue here, as well,
and that is whether we and our allies in Europe
are going to allow that kind of problem—hatred
based on race or ethnicity or religion—to be
the defining force of the next 20 or 30 years.
In other words, whether we’re going to go into
the 21st century, this great modern time where

all our kids can do amazing things on the Inter-
net, where all of our planes can do amazing
things with high technology, and have all of
the tools of the modern world put at the service
of the most primitive hatreds known to man;
or whether our European allies—18 other coun-
tries in NATO and their friends and sympa-
thizers across Europe—will stay united with us
and with our neighbors to the north in Canada
and say, ‘‘We would like the 21st century to
be different for our children. We would like
to nip this conflict in the bud before it desta-
bilizes all of Europe. We would like to see us
make a statement that we don’t want the 21st
century to be defined, and we don’t want Amer-
ican soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines, to
die on distant battlefields in large numbers be-
cause we walked away from these ethnic, reli-
gious, and racial atrocities.’’ And that’s what’s
going on.

Now, I wanted to come here to Barksdale
today for two reasons. One is, you’re involved
with the B–52’s and what we’re trying to achieve
there. The other is, Barksdale has a rich heritage
of being part of an allied effort, where America
does not act alone but with others who love
freedom and are prepared to defend it.

This base was named for Lieutenant Eugene
Barksdale of the U.S. Army Air Corps, who flew
combat missions alongside British pilots in
World War I with enormous skill and bravery.
This base was where Jimmy Doolittle’s famed
bomber unit and so many others, including
French pilots, trained to fight for freedom in
World War II. It was from this base, during
the very large coalition effort in the Gulf war,
that crews launched the longest strike mission
in the history of aerial combat, 35 nonstop hours
in the air, when B–52’s left Barksdale to strike
at Saddam Hussein’s war machine and returned
safely here.

Now you have this new mission, one that
echoes the allied achievements of the past and
embodies our determination to create a better
future. As I said, I met earlier with aircrews
who have returned from Kosovo, where with
the aircraft from other NATO countries, they
struck at the Serbian forces who have so brutally
attacked the civilian population of Kosovo.

The forces are working to save innocent lives,
to protect the peace and freedom and stability
of Europe, to stand against the notion that it’s
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okay to uproot, destroy, and murder people be-
cause of their race, ethnic background, or reli-
gion.

I am grateful for your service and grateful
for the sacrifice of your families. We are all—
those of us in positions of responsibility—com-
mitted to support you. I listened very, very care-
fully today when the crewmembers talked to
me about the challenges of maintaining a long-
term career in the military today, about the chal-
lenges they face, the challenges their families
face, the challenges that relate to income, the
challenges that relate to health care, the chal-
lenges that relate to housing, the challenges that
relate to operations tempo.

We are working on that. We know that, now
that we have downsized the military and the
economy in the civilian sector has picked up,
we’re going to have to work harder to get and
keep good people. Our new budget provides
for an increase in pay and more money for
housing and other quality-of-life supports, for
more support for training and equipment. It is
the first sustained increase in overall defense
spending since 1985.

There’s something else that, since it is now
April 12th, I think I ought to do. Our tax laws
give the President the authority to issue an Ex-
ecutive order granting tax benefits to Americans
serving in a combat zone or supporting combat
efforts. I want you to know that I will issue
that Executive order for our forces who are
working to save Kosovo. This will mean that
for military personnel serving in the combat
zone, most or all pay for each month served
will be tax-free, not withheld from paychecks,
not subject to IRS claims later. They will also
be eligible for some additional pay for service.

There’s another advantage to the Executive
order that will apply not only to personnel in
the combat zone and others deployed overseas
but also for some civilian personnel as well, in-
cluding accredited journalists and relief workers.
It will suspend the time for filing tax returns
and related obligations to the IRS. With our
citizens working so hard to protect the people
of Kosovo, they shouldn’t have to worry about
their taxes.

Now, Secretary Cohen will work out all the
details with the Treasury Department as soon
as possible. [Laughter] He’s got 72 hours.
[Laughter] You all have to have quicker turn-
around than that. So he’s going to fight with
the tax person for you.

Let me say again, I know I speak for all
of the Members of Congress here in saying they
support this. We have had remarkable bipartisan
support from the leadership in Congress for
this—Congressmen Archer and Rangel, Senators
Roth and Moynihan, who have made it quite
clear that they support what we are doing.

Let me just say one other word or two about
this mission, because more of you will be going
in the days ahead. Hundreds of thousands of
these Kosovars are now refugees. There have
been thousands of innocent victims. Many are
just dying because they’re stuck in these refugee
camps and can’t get adequate health care or
support; some of them from severe dehydration.
There is also the possibility that Albania, Mac-
edonia, and other countries around there receiv-
ing these refugees will be destabilized because
they have ethnic problems of their own. There
are also countries, believe it or not, in the Bal-
kans that have worked hard to resolve their eth-
nic differences, and they have things going pret-
ty well. Pretty soon, their malcontents may won-
der whether they could have gotten a better
deal by behaving in a more destructive way.

We’ve learned the hard way through two
World Wars and through what we saw in Bosnia
that with these kinds of conflicts, if you don’t
halt them, they spread, to be stopped later at
greater cost and greater risk.

I have worked hard for the last 6 years to
build in the aftermath of the cold war a Europe
that is united, democratic, and at peace for the
first time in history. The two great World Wars
of the 20th century started in Europe. We have
learned that so much of our liberty, our safety,
our prosperity depends upon an alliance with
a democratic Europe. That’s what NATO has
been all about.

We know in the years ahead, when we’re
going to have to fight terrorism, when we’re
going to have to fight organized crime and drug
trafficking, when we’re going to have to fight
the spread of weapons of mass destruction,
when we’re going to have to join together with
countries to fight the spread of disease and envi-
ronmental problems across national boundaries,
that we will have to work with Europe.

That is why we have taken new members
into NATO. That is why we’ve established new
partnerships with many other countries across
the whole expanse of Europe. That’s why we
are adopting new missions, to be ready when
somewhere, someone again challenges the peace
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and stability of Europe. That is what Mr.
Milosevic has done.

Keep in mind, before Kosovo, he started wars
of ethnic hatred in Croatia and in Bosnia, with
a quarter of a million killed and more than
2 million refugees. And the fighting there did
not end until we and our allies acted.

Now, we did everything we could possibly
do to avoid the conflict which is now occurring.
We worked and worked and worked for a peace-
ful solution. Last year we stopped the threat-
ened assault in October. We had a peace agree-
ment. The Kosovar Albanians agreed to sign it,
even though it didn’t give them everything they
wanted. Mr. Milosevic rejected it because he
had 40,000 troops and nearly 300 tanks on the
border and already in Kosovo, and he knew
that he could move his troops and his tanks
at will and do to the Kosovars what he had
supported being done to the other ethnic mi-
norities in the former Yugoslavia.

The stories we are hearing now are truly
chilling: Serb security forces herding Albanian
villagers together, gunning them down with
automatic weapons, and setting them on fire;
telling villagers, ‘‘Leave or we will kill you;’’
separating family members; loading up buses
and trains, carrying some to the borders and
some to be slaughtered; confiscating identity pa-
pers and property records, seeking, literally, to
erase the presence of these people in their own
land forever.

We must not let that happen. We must stand
against that. As I speak, Secretary Albright and
the other NATO foreign ministers are in Brus-
sels, reaffirming our common commitment to
do what is necessary to prevail.

There are a lot of people who didn’t think
that an alliance of 19 countries could do what
we have done and could stay together as we
have stayed together, would have the patience
to endure the inevitable progress that the tanks
and the pre-positioned troops would make and
the patience to deal with the bad weather and
the patience to deal with all the questions to
stay the course. But when American B–52’s like
the ones here at Barksdale take to the skies,
they’re joined by British Harrier jets, German
and Italian Tornadoes, French Mirages, Cana-
dian and Spanish F–18’s, Dutch, Danish, Bel-
gian, Norwegian, Portuguese, and Turkish F–
16’s. We are united in this effort.

And we are united in our humanitarian effort.
And I say to all of you: I am very proud of

you. I hope you are proud of your mission.
This is America at its best. We seek no terri-
torial gain; we seek no political advantage. We
have promised, if we are a part of a multi-
national force in Kosovo, we will protect the
Serb minority with exactly the same vigilance
as we stand up for the Kosovar Albanian major-
ity. This is America trying to get the world to
live on human terms, so we can have peace
and freedom in Europe, and our people will
not be called to fight a wider war for someone
else’s madness. Thank you. Thank you. Thank
you. [Applause]

I also want to thank the American people
for their work in the humanitarian relief effort,
and I thank our forces for their support. Thou-
sands and thousands of Americans have called
the number I announced a week ago, the 1–
800–USAID–RELIEF. It’s hard to believe; it’s
an 11-digit 1–800 number, but it works.

A pastor friend of mine called me the other
day to say, just spontaneously, his church had
taken up a donation for the relief in Kosovo
and had collected $15,000 last Sunday. This kind
of thing is happening all over America, and I
am very grateful for that.

As I said, our Government is doing its part
there. And when I introduced Mr. Witt, I said
that we are trying to do our part in helping
Louisiana deal with its disaster, as well, expand-
ing aid and individual assistance for families in
affected parishes. It’s ironic but I think it’s ap-
propriate that under the leadership of Mr. Witt,
our Federal Emergency Management Agency is
playing a vital role in both the Kosovo relief
efforts and the work here in Louisiana today.

Let me say one final word: Mr. Milosevic
can end this tragedy tomorrow. What has to
be done is clear: Withdraw the forces, as he
himself promised to do last October; have the
refugees come home freely and in security; es-
tablish an international force to protect all the
people of Kosovo, of whatever ethnic or reli-
gious group; and let the people begin to work
toward the self-government that they were
promised and then robbed of years ago.

This is not complicated. The United States
seeks no territorial advantage. I will say again:
Europe seeks only stability, security, freedom,
and democracy for those people. He can end
it tomorrow. But until he does, he should be
under no illusions that we will end it from wea-
riness. We are determined to continue on this
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mission. And we will prevail because of you
and people like you.

The last thing I want to say is something
you know very well here at Barksdale. You are
the proud heirs of a great tradition, a tradition
of serving the United States and a tradition,
as I said at the beginning of my remarks, of
doing it in cooperation with freedom-loving al-
lies from other nations. You are doing it again.
Make no mistake about it. You are doing two
things: You are trying to save the lives of inno-
cent people, and you are trying to do it in
a way that creates a 21st century world that
you can be proud to have your children live
in.

Thank you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:55 a.m., in an
outdoor area at Hogan Hall. In his remarks, he
referred to Lt. Gen. Ronald C. Marcotte, USAF,
Commander, 8th Air Force; Brig. Gen. Andrew
W. Smoak, USAF, Commander, 2d Bomb Wing;
Maj. Gen. Bennett C. Landreneau, USA, adjutant
general, Louisiana National Guard; Gov. Mike
Foster of Louisiana; President Slobodan Milosevic
of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro); and Rev. J. Philip Wogaman, senior
minister, Foundry United Methodist Church. The
Executive order of April 13 on designation of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia/Monte-
negro) and Albania as a combat zone is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks at the Seventh Millennium Evening at the White House
April 12, 1999

[The First Lady made brief opening remarks
and introduced Nobel Peace Prize winner Elie
Wiesel, who then gave the evening’s featured
lecture entitled ‘‘The Perils of Indifference: Les-
sons Learned From a Violent Century.’’]

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, we have
all been moved by one more profound example
of Elie Wiesel’s lifetime of bearing witness.

Before we open the floor for questions, and
especially because of the current events in
Kosovo, I would like to ask you to think about
what he has just said in terms of what it means
to the United States, in particular, and to the
world in which we would like our children to
live in the new century.

How do we avoid indifference to human suf-
fering? How do we muster both the wisdom
and the strength to know when to act and
whether there are circumstances in which we
should not? Why are we in Kosovo?

The history of our country for quite a long
while had been dominated by a principle of
non-intervention in the affairs of other nations.
Indeed, for most of our history we have worn
that principle as a badge of honor, for our
Founders knew intervention as a fundamentally
destructive force. George Washington warned us
against those ‘‘entangling alliances.’’

The 20th century, with its two World Wars,
the cold war, Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm,

Panama, Lebanon, Grenada, Somalia, Haiti, Bos-
nia, Kosovo, it changed all that. For good or
ill, it changed all that. Our steadily increasing
involvement in the rest of the world, not for
territorial gain but for peace and freedom and
security, is a fact of recent history.

In the cold war, it might be argued that on
occasion we made a wrong judgment, because
we saw the world through communist and non-
communist lenses. But no one doubts that we
never sought territorial advantage. No one
doubts that when we did get involved, we were
doing what at least we thought was right for
humanity.

Now, at the end of the 20th century, it seems
to me we face a great battle of the forces of
integration against the forces of disintegration,
of globalism versus tribalism, of oppression
against empowerment. And this phenomenal ex-
plosion of technology might be the servant of
either side or both.

The central irony of our time, it seems to
me, is this: Most of us have this vision of a
21st century world with the triumph of peace
and prosperity and personal freedom; with the
respect for the integrity of ethnic, racial, and
religious minorities within a framework of
shared values, shared power, shared plenty;
making common cause against disease and envi-
ronmental degradation across national lines,
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